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The music of the spindle, as it performed its gentle revolutions, is
incapable of being reproduced. The evolution that khadi has
undergone during the year could also be studied in a room where
every variety of khadi was collected. The paintings from Shantini-
ketan and elsewhere and the beautiful carvings afforded instruction
to the close student as well as the ordinary spectator. The musical
concerts in which musicians from all parts of India took part was
an irresistible attraction for thousands of spectators. It ended in
the convening by Vishnu Digamber Shastri1 of the first All-India
Musical Conference whose object is to popularize music in national
assemblies and organize bhajan mandalis2.
KHADI IN EVIDENCE
The Khadi Nagar, the adjoining Muslim Nagar, and the
Khilafat pandal next to it were a triumphant demonstration of
Hindu-Muslim unity and an ocular demonstration of the hold that
khadi has on the public. The Reception Committee used only
khadi manufactured in Gujarat and worth three hundred and
fifty thousand rupees. The Committee paid Rs. 50,000 for the use
of the khadi. All the tents including a big kitchen and store-
house were covered with khadi. Nearly two thousand volunteers,
both Hindu and Mussulman and including a few Parsis and Chris-
tians, looked after all the arrangements for the guests in both Khadi
Nagar and Muslim Nagar.
The sanitary arrangements were a special feature. Trenches
were dug for the purpose. Perfect privacy was secured by khadi parti-
tions. And the excreta were covered over with clean earth after every
use. Every time the trench was used, it was, therefore, found to be
in a clean condition. The work of attending to the trenches was
done not by paid Bkangis3 but by unpaid volunteers belonging to all
castes and religions. Those only were taken who had no repugnance
to this necessary work. The reader may not know that the process
is so clean and so expeditious that the cleaner does not have to touch
either the excreta or the earth. He has but to take a few shovel-
fuls of the cleanest earth, and with it carefully cover up the dirt.
The result of this simple attention was that the camp was clean,
sweet and free from the plague of flies. All the camps were
lighted by electricity.
1 Pandit   Vishnu   Digambar Paluskar, an eminent exponent of Indian
classical music
2 Groups singing devotional songs
3 A backward Hindu Community traditionally regarded as untouchable